
Your Responsibilities

Many people today are exposed to a variety 
of substances at work, for example chemicals, 
fumes, dusts and � bres which can, under 
certain circumstances, have a harmful e� ect 
on their health. These ‘hazardous substances’ 
can cause harm by being inhaled, by being 
absorbed through the skin, being swallowed, 
or by acting directly on the body at the point 
of contact. The Health and Safety Executive 
has set occupational exposure limits for a 
large number of hazardous substances at 
work and publishes them in EH40 which is 
updated every year.

Many work activities involve hazardous 
substances being handled, produced or 
processed in ways that result in dust, fumes 
or gases being given o�  to the workplace 
atmosphere. Current legislation requires that 
exposure to hazardous substances is either 
prevented or adequately controlled. Local 
exhaust ventilation is a key part of providing 
e� ective means of controlling exposure.  

Current regulations require systems to be 
maintained in an e�  cient state, in an e�  cient 
working order and in good repair. All plant 
deteriorates with time therefore regular 
monitoring and testing forms an important 
part of the proactive maintenance.

Under the COSHH regulations there is a 
statutory requirement to undertake formal 
examinations and testing of LEV systems 
at least once every 14 months, although 
under certain conditions these tests must 
be performed more regularly. The tests
must be undertaken by competent people 
who are not normally responsible for the 
system maintenance, in order to get an 
independent opinion.  

For a full list of the regulations relevant to LEV 
testing, please visit www.hberm.com

LEV Testing Protocols

The HBE testing protocol is designed to ensure 
that the systems are operating e� ectively 
and e�  ciently and comply with the current 
legislation on LEV systems.  

The assessments are all undertaken in 
accordance with the procedures detailed in 
the current legislation.

The performance of each system is veri� ed 
using a combination of visual and physical 
checks of each system including all associated 
ductwork, � ltration equipment and pressure 
gauges. A variety of test equipment is used 
where appropriate, including pitot tubes, 
micro-manometers, hot ball anemometers 
and other test equipment, to monitor;

 • Face velocity
 • Static pressure at selected locations 

throughout the system
 • Duct dimensions
 • Installation of test points in duct
 • Capture distance

LOCAL EXHAUST VENTILATION TESTING
In many work activities, substances that are hazardous to health are handled, produced or processed in ways that 
result in dust, fumes or gases being emitted to the workplace atmosphere. Local Exhaust Ventilation (LEV) has an 
important place in the hierarchy of control measures, if properly applied. The aim of thorough LEV testing and 

examination is to provide an independent assessment ensuring hazard control and engineering performance.
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About HBE Risk Management

With over 30 years’ experience as trusted 
advisors to some of the UK and Ireland’s largest 
private and public sector organisations, HBE 
Risk Management, has the knowledge and 
expertise to ensure that our clients’ buildings 
not only meet, but exceed all legislative and 
health and safety requirements.  

As an R&D-led organisation, our unrivalled 
team of health and safety experts, engineers 
and industry-leading scientists – working 
from locations right across the UK and Ireland 
– is constantly innovating and diversifying 
to ensure that we can respond to our clients’ 
needs with the latest, state-of-the-art health 
and safety solutions.

Whether you are responsible for an acute 
hospital, a manufacturing or industrial facility, 
an o�  ce block, a school, a sheltered housing 
scheme or other building to which the public 
have access, our industry-accredited team 
o� ers leading environmental health expertise 
and a range of specialist services.

For more information about how HBE Risk 
Management can support you in keeping 
your employees and tenants healthy, contact 
your local HBE o�  ce, email info@hberm.com 
or visit www.hberm.com
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